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requested. A type of professional code which would be exclusively applied to 
televisi on. 
Following this is an analysis of what television is. A device that we tum on 
and off as we please. And this is the viewer's privilege, the viewer's 
freedom. That which makes him or her control the form of media. With 
remote control, the television viewer buys the programmes which interest 
him the most. Looking at it in this manner, no one should consider the 
television an enemy in one's own home. This opportunity to choose has 
recently permitted soap operas to attain audiences of between 3 and 7 
million. This fact allows us to assume that society decides what it wants to 
watch and when it wants to watch it. Perhaps the limitations and restrictions 
should be applied first by public television networks, since they are financed 
by taxpayers' money. But overall, the article Jeans towards respect for 
freedom. The author has had the good fortune to never have kown 
censorship. 
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Public debate about television often remains centred around such superficial 
aspects as the race for viewing audiences and the activities that are derived 
from i t. This is caused by the lack o f a tradition o f scientific investigation i ri 7 7 
the field of mass communications, by the weakness of university research in 
our country, and also by the easy recurrence of attitudes of cultural elitism 
among many creators of opinion. 
There are some important issues, however, which do not arise in the debate, 
and one of them is that of the Catalan language on television. Catalan, he 
reminds us, has conquered new areas unique to popular culture with the 
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cançó (Catalan song), the dissemination of publications, the local press, and 
with the existence of TV-3 for over 10 years. The task of standardisation 
taken on by Televisió de Catalunya (Catalan Television) has corne up 
against the appearance of private television and the competition among 
networks. Televisió de Catalunya is the leader in terms of viewing 
audiences in Catalonia. Nevertheless, overall, in the media in Catalonia, the 
Catalan language has a quantitatively weak presence. Thus, the author 
believes that what is truly missing in the polemic is the Catalan language on 
television: a fundamental issue for us, which has not been fully iesolved. 
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In this article, a question arises: why is there a separation between what 
intellectuals understand as culture and television? The author, a television 
journalist for some time, recalis circumstances in which those reponsible 
for this form of media argued over the advisability of broadcasting 
excessively harsh images of terrorist attacks, and other, even morbid, 
images. Later, the "reality shows" came along, and debates and arguments 
arose. As for the advisability of placing restrictions on television, she is 
worried about the authorities limiting the right to freedom of expression, 
because totalitarianism is in conflict with democracy. The influence of 
television in the near future cannot be denied. The "Information 
highways", which have already been designed, will appear as well as what 
is known as "television à la carte". This must all be approached with 
caution and self-control. In order to create alert signals, it would be wise 
to promote a large-scale meeting of professional and commercial 
organisations within the mass media, and have them set in motion some 
self -imposed rules of conduct. 
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